Another CN derailment in B.C.
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CBC News 

A CN freight train went off the track early Thursday morning on the former B.C. Rail line between Prince George and Fort St. James in northern B.C. 

[image: image1.jpg]


The company says there were no injuries or hazardous materials in this latest incident, that saw 13 forest products cars derail. 

"The entire train was comprised of empty forest products cars, both empty chip cars and the centre-beam flat cars we use to hold lumber," said spokesperson Graham Dallas. 

"So they would have been headed up to mills in the Fort St James area to be loaded and brought back down to market again." 

Dallas says there will only be a minor impact on rail traffic, as there is just one round-trip a day on that line. He also notes that 12 of the derailed cars were left upright next to the track. 

· FROM DEC. 6, 2005: New call for tighter restrictions on CN 
CN has been taking a lot of heat recently for the length of its trains and the number of derailments it has had. 

Dallas says length wasn't an issue as the train was just 48 cars long. CN has had 10 derailments this year on former B.C. Rail lines and a total of 19 derailments around the entire province. 

Inquiry needs, says NDP 
B.C. NDP transportation critic David Chudnovsky says the latest derailment shows there's a need for a public investigation into safety and maintenance procedures at CN. 

"I'm disgusted. I'm tremendously frustrated. I think that British Columbians around the province, especially those that live in the corridors that are the former B.C. Rail corridors that have been taken on by CN, have every reason to be concerned about their safety and security." 

Chudnovsky says he's also frustrated that Transportation Minister Kevin Falcon isn't taking a more active role on the issue. 

He also wants the minister should reveal about any discussions he had with CN about safety and maintenance procedures at the time B.C. Rail was privatized by the provincial government. 
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